
Department of State unveils new visa application questions  
 
The U.S. Department of State recently announced that it will now ask foreign nationals who are 
deemed by a U.S. consulate to pose a heightened security risk to answer additional questions 
when applying for a visa to enter the United States. The new questions are listed on a new form 
and are part of the Department of State's implementation of President Trump's "extreme vetting" 
directive to all U.S. agencies that are involved in immigration matters.  According to the 
Department's announcement, applicants are not required to answer the new questions, but those 
who refuse to answer them may have their visa applications delayed or denied.   
 
The new questions are listed on a new form, Form DS-5535. The questions expand upon 
information already collected on Form DS-160, Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application, including 
questions about family members and prior addresses, and request new information, including 
social media user names.   
 
Information requested by the new form includes the following: 

 Travel history for past 15 years (instead of 5 years, as currently required by Form DS-160); 

 Source of funding for travels during the past 15 years; 

 Address history for past 15 years; 

 Phone numbers and email addresses for past 15 years; 

 Employment history for past 15 years; 

 Names and dates of birth for all siblings; 

 Names and dates of birth for all children; 

 Names and dates of birth for all current and former spouses, as well as civil or domestic 
partners; 

 All social media handles used during the past 5 years. 

According to the Department of State, only a small number of visa applicants will be required to 
answer the new questions.  The Department estimates that approximately 0.5 percent, or 
approximately 65,000 individuals per year, will be affected.  These are applicants who present a 
"threat profile," as determined by the consular officer who reviewed the applicants' files 
abroad.  The Department of State claims that this "threat profile" will not be based on race, 
religion, ethnicity, national origin, political views, gender, or sexual orientation.   

 
Several groups, including several associations of colleges and universities, the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association, and the ACLU, urged the Department of State to withdraw the 
new policy.  Among other things, these groups argued that the Department of State did not justify 
the need for emergency implementation of the new questionnaire and that the information 
requested is overly burdensome, and can easily lead to unintentional errors. These errors can 
result in a denial of the application for admission.  In addition, the groups raised privacy concerns 
about the information requested on the new form and noted that they will almost certainly result in 
long delays in visa processing.  Despite these concerns, the Office of Management and Budget 
approved the use of the new questions on May 23, 2017.  
 
We recommend that visa applicants who are asked the new questions should answer them to the 
best of their ability.  If they are unsure about how to answer a particular question, they should 
state that fact and add an explanation. 

 
You can review Form DS-5535 here.  If you would like to discuss the new form and how it may 
affect you or your family members, feel free to contact us at 770-592-0009. 
 

https://tr.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/91/2017/05/DS-5535-Supplemental-Questions-for-Visa-Applicants.pdf

