
TPS for Haiti extended for 6 months, but TPS terminated for 3 other 
countries 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has extended the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
for eligible nationals of Haiti, but only until January 22, 2018.  DHS terminated the TPS 
designations for nationals of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone on May 21, 2017.   
 
TPS allows nationals of designated countries who are in the United States to remain in the U.S. for 
a specified period of time because the conditions in their home countries prevent a safe 
return.  The conditions that can result in a TPS designation include environmental disasters, 
armed conflicts, earthquakes, epidemics, and other extraordinary, temporary 
conditions.  Individuals who are granted TPS are protected from removal from the U.S. and may 
apply for employment and travel authorization.  TPS is a temporary status and does not lead to a 
green card.  
 

TPS for Haiti  
 
Haiti was initially designated for TPS in January of 2010, shortly after the country was hit by a 
devastating earthquake.  Haiti was re-designated for TPS in 2011.  Effective May 24, 2017, Haiti has 
been re-designated for TPS again.   
 
Current beneficiaries of TPS for Haiti who want to extend their TPS status must re-register by July 
24, 2017.  Those beneficiaries who re-register may ask for a new Employment Authorization 
Document (EAD).   Those who re-register and request a new EAD during the 60-day re-registration 
period may receive an automatic extension of their expiring EAD for up to 180 days from the date 
that their current EAD expires.  Current EADs will not be extended without a new EAD request.  If 
a beneficiary's EAD request is approved, they will receive a new EAD with an expiration date of 
January 22, 2018.   
 
DHS is encouraging TPS beneficiaries from Haiti to prepare for their return to Haiti, in the event 
that Haiti's designation is not extended again.  This includes requesting updated passports from 
the government of Haiti.  At least 60 days before January 22, 2018, DHS will re-evaluate the 
designation for Haiti and will determine whether to extend or terminate its designation at that 
time.  
 
To re-register for TPS, applicants must submit Form I-821, Application for Temporary Protected 
Status (re-registrants do not have to pay the application fee), the biometric services fee (or a 
request for a fee waiver on the appropriate form), and Form I-765, Application for Employment 
Authorization, plus the I-765 application fee or request for a fee waiver.   
 

Termination of TPS for nationals of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 
 
On May 21, 2017, DHS terminated the TPS designations for Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. All 
of these countries were initially designated for TPS after the outbreak of the Ebola virus in 
2014.  Now that the outbreak has been contained, DHS has ended the program for nationals of 
these three countries.   
 
To learn more about the TPS program, visit www.uscis.gov/TPS. 

 

http://www.uscis.gov/TPS

