
Entrepreneur parole program now in effect, but likely 
to be cancelled 

 
On December 14, 2017, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) announced that it would start accepting applications for 
parole under the International Entrepreneur Rule. The announcement 
came after the Trump administration's attempt to delay the 
implementation of the rule was deemed unlawful by a federal court in 
the District of Columbia.  Nevertheless, the administration has clearly 
signaled its intent to rescind the rule entirely as soon as it can.   
 
The International Entrepreneur Rule was originally announced on 
January 17, 2017 and was scheduled to take effect on July 17, 
2017.  The rule allows USCIS to use its "parole" authority to grant a 
period of authorized stay to foreign entrepreneurs who show that 
their stay in the United States would provide a significant public 
benefit through the potential for rapid business growth and job 
creation.  Eligible entrepreneurs are authorized to stay in the U.S. for 
up to 30 months, with the possibility to extend their stay by an 
additional 30 months if they meet certain criteria.   The rule is aimed 
at giving individuals a better opportunity to begin growing their 
companies in the United States and to help improve the U.S. economy 
through increased capital spending, innovation, and job creation.   
 
Under the rule, up to three entrepreneurs per start-up entity are 
eligible for parole, as well as the spouses and children of the 
entrepreneurs.  Entrepreneurs may work only for their start-up 
businesses.  Their spouses may apply for work authorization in the 
United States, but their children are not eligible for work 
authorization.     
 
As noted above, USCIS is now accepting applications for the 
International Entrepreneur Rule program.  While the administration 
plans to publish a proposed rule to eliminate the program, until the 
rule is rescinded, international entrepreneurs who meet the program 
requirements can still apply.  It should be noted that on November 17, 
2017, a proposed rule to rescind the program was send to the White 
House Office of Management and Budget for review.  This is typically 



the last step prior to publication of a proposed rule in the Federal 
Register. 
 
Even if the International Entrepreneur Rule is rescinded, there are 
other options for foreign nationals who want to start a business in the 
United States, purchase an existing business, or open a new branch 
of a foreign business in the U.S.  These include the E visa, L visa, H-
1B visa and the EB-5 visa.  Feel free to contact The Shpigler Law Firm 
to obtain additional information on these programs. 

 


